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- POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tar Rohilkhund Samdchdr Patr of the 14th October, in’ 
alluding to the recent riot in the Bareilly Jail, suggests that, | 
in order to remove doubts from the minds of the people and 
make them acquainted with the facts, Government should 
publish a detailed account of such cases, together with the 
orders passed on them, in the Government Gazette. 


The M uftd-i-Am of the 15th October draws the attention 
of the municipality of Agra to the uncleanly state of the lanes 
of that city. While itis gratifying to find that the Kashmee~ 
ree and Kinaree Bazaars have been furnished with a new 
flooring of stone, which is better and stronger than the old one; 
it is a pity that the cleanliness of the lanes and bye-streets of 
the city is totally neglected by the Municipal C ommissioners, 
For several years sweepers have made it a practice to sprin- 
kle dirty water on them after spreading ashes about, which 
not only disseminates disease in the city, but is-the cause why 
the lanes remain so dirty. ‘The pavement of the-time of the 
former sovereigns which existed in most of the lanes has been 
buried uzider the ashes , and the result isthat, while the streets 
in the rainy season abound with dirt and mud which maké 
them ‘almost impassable, in the hot. season they are full of dust. 
Worse still, the Municipal Commissioners have been ‘very par~ 
tial in posting lamps, so that while some mohullas are provided: 
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with lights, others more populous are without them, in conse- 
quence of which passengers find it very troublesome to walk 
in dark nights. The writer is at a loss te make out why, in 
posting the lamps, the habitations of the rich have been more 
considered than the comfort and convenience of the public. 


It is added that the street leading to the Karbala: Shough 
day and night frequented by large numbers of the city people, 
is in such @ disgraceful state that it is impassable after a 
shower. As the dead of the city are chiefly buried in that direc- 
tion, it nray be: imagined how much trouble and inconvenience 
the persons attending funeral processions suffer. Not only do 
they get covered with dust from head to. foot, bat find it hard 
to. cross the road with the bier on, their, shoulders. .. The wri- 
ter goes on to depict the troubles that, have to be encountered in 
passing on the read inthe days of the Mohurrum : especially. 
so, on the tenth day of that month, when the Karb ala, 1s visited 
by-a large number of people ; and concludes. with expressing 
his regret that, the metalling of the Karbala road should have 
been neglected by the nrunicipality to the present day. 


fhe same paper reports.a serious case, of theft said to.have 
happened. near Gurhmuktesur in Meerut. The particulars 
are these i--A native ety whose son-in-law holds the 
post, of tebseeldar in the Punjab, arrived near that place ae- 
eompanied by his daughter and a few attendants. In the 
latter part of the night they: were attacked, by a, band of about 
-- forty robbers, who not. only plundered them of all their goods, 
but went. ao far as; to cut off the. women’s ears for the sake. of 
the ornaments. Besides this three men received severe wounds 
in theaffray. Thetotal value of the property stolen is, estimated 
at Rs, 15,000. Two cases of a similar kind have regently 
happened near Shekehabad. In one of these, a rich man 
was wounded by robhers, and stripped of his jewels, and other — 
property; while in the other, a conveyance caxrtying: WORM 


wer Plendened, The waiter is surprised to. find, that such 
Seniavs eves which reflect diagrace on the mnanagemend of the 
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obantiy; continually happen, and remarks that if this state of 
things continues the English rule will in time becomé like 


that of the Malitatias. An fact, sach cdses of theft and robbery 
dre how freyueit as Wéfe tifikiown in tho tinis of the Native 
Goveriithests: Front the réports subtnitted by the police, the 
nariber of such édsés must, it is supposed, be made fully known 
to the authorities, and yet Ao steps are taken to put a stop to 
them. If the management of the country contihwes a8 it is at 


present, the safety of the people will certainly becoine eitirely 
a ifiatter of Clintice! — 


Phe Almorah Akhbér of the same date comments on the 
orders of the Magistrate of Benares prohibiting the Hindoos 
from calling aloud “ Rém ndm satya hai” at the time of car- 
rying their dead, which has caused great discontent in the 
city, as the ceremony has been practised from time immemo- 
rial (vide para. 5 of the Selections for the week ending 26th 
August last). The Almorah Akkbér remarks that magistrates 
have not been able to put a stop to the use of obscene language 
during the Holee festival or the senseless cries uttered in the 
Mohurrum, though this would have been a matter of gratifica- 
tion to all gentlemen ; and says that it would like to know 
the magistiate who has prohibited the repeating of “ Rdm 
ndm satya hai,” and would fain keep his picture side by side 
with that of Dr. Eades, the late Officiating Superintendent of 
the Bareilly J ail, could one bé procured. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjumani=Panjdb of the 27th October res 
views thé same order and the temark made oni it by the editor 
bf a Calcutta English newspaper, who thinks thata similar 
order should be passed in Calcutta, where the Berigalees repeat 
“ Hart bol hart” so loudly as to awake those asleep and alarm. 
those awake, adding that by so saying Hé does Kot mean ‘td 

- ehcroach ott the: religious ebservance of the peopile; ; but sithiply 
te’ point out the desifability of wttering these words for thé 
benefit 6f the spirit éf the déceased int a low toné; 86 as hot ty 
Gisturh the pence nid tfatiquillity of the livitig: This Alkibdrs 
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-+-Anjuman fails to see what. harm could possibly be done by 
the Hindoos of Benares or Calcutta repeating God’s name in 
one way or another at the time of going with the dead. God’s 
namo in so sacred and glorious, and such blessing. attends it, 
that at no time or occasion is it without benefit. to repeat it, 
and surely no time can be more appropriate for the purpose 
than when a brother is departing into the next world. Nor can 
there be any reason why the words should not be attered,aloud 
on the ground that they strike people with terror and. disturb 
their peace. God’s name carries blessing along with it, and is 
propitious alike to the reciter and the hearer ; and if the living 
are aroused by its utterance, this, too, is frau ght with good rather 
than harm, for since men pass their days in sheer apathy and 
listlessness, and are apt to give themselves up to inordinate 
appetites and sinful passions, nothing is. more efficacious than 
the thought of death to rouse them to reflection, and to make 
them think of their God, and to warn them of the necessity 
of a just and rational regulation of their lives. - The Persian 
moralist Shaikh Sa’di has well observed :— 


“ Az marg 0 az qiya4mat oaz gor yadkun: | 
Waate ki bishnavi ki falandar jahan namand. 9 


(Do thou think of death, the resur rection, and the grave , when 
thou hearest that such-a-one is no more). 


The Najm-ul-Akhbér of the 16th October anes to find 
that the punkha-cooly who did his utmost to save the late 
Chief Justice Norman from being killed by the assassin has 
received no reward from Government, besides the trifling sum 
subscribed. by the friends of the deceased out of their own’ 
pockets. The writer thinks that in cases such as this liberal 
‘rewards should be bestowed, in order to encourage the people to 
exert themselves zealously on similar occasions. He also takes 
this occasion to remark generally, with feelings of pity, that the 
punishment inflicted for wicked acts bears no proportion to — 
the reward bestowed for‘meritorious ones, a‘fact which hé illus- 
trates by another example, that of the Political Agent of Ulwur: 
While the two peons who saved his life recived no othér veward 
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than. an. increase to their pay, which was raised to Rs; 14 and. 
Rs..20. respectively, the thakoors who aimed at putting him: 
to death -were subj ected to heavy punishments, four being. 
sentenced to imprisonment for life and transportation to the 
Andaman Islands, and the maj jority of the rest, to eight and ten. 


years’ imprisonment. Viewed side by side with these punish 
ments, the reward would seem to be very trifling indeed. . 
The Akhbar-t-Alam of the 19th October suggests the desi-. 
rability of exploring the treasures of the vegetable world that. 
lie hid in the forests of India, with a view to discover the pro 
perties, uses, and medicinal virtues of the different species of 
plants and herbs peculiar to the country. The natives of India 
have paid little or no attention to the subject, so much so 
that, far from trying the uses of the several varieties of plants” 
and herbs, they do not even know the names of such of them. 
as are common in the country, to say nothing of their giving 
names to others which are new to them, or ascertaining the. 
seasons in which these grow and flourish, the time they remain. 
in existence, &c. But, while this is much to be regretted, it is. 
remarkable that the English Government, with all its love for 
botanical: researches, should have taken no interest in the. 
matter. The hill products have, to some extent, attracted the 
attention of a few English doctors, but the growth of the forests. 
and wooded tracts of land which cover the plains is totally unex- 
plored. In the writer’s opinion the subject is one which is 
well worthy of the consideration of Government, and he sug- 
gests that, in order to make itself fully acquainted with the 
- spontaneous vegetable production of the different districts of 
India, and derive benefit from them, Government will do well 
to appoint an English doctor in each district, who should also 
be a painter, with a well-educated native possessing a local 
knowledge of the district as his assistant, in order that the 
- namesof the different vegetable productions, the season in which, 
each grows, and other particulars connected with them may. 
be fully ascertained, and the form of each may be depicted. 
This done, steps should be taken to investigate by all possible 
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médns the uses and properties of each kitid of plant and herb, 
‘The labour and expense incurred in making these réesen?ches 
will be rhore that repaid by thé pecuniary profit they will bring, 

while a tich field of discovery, which is hitherto thexploved, | 
will be thrown open both to the poupe of India and te the 
Engtish Government. 


The Agra Akhbar of thé 20th October beisiga ts the notics 
of Government thé exertions of Mr. Dashwood, Magistrate 
and Collector of Agia, and Moonshee Sheo Narain, Assistant 
Sectetary of the Agta Municipality, ia saving tie Jumna 
pontoon-bridge at that city from being destroyed during the 
late heavy floods inthe river. The active efforts of the Magis- 
trate and the untiring zeal and energy afd self-denial of the 
Moonshee, who passed whole nights in conducting the arrange~ 
ments necessary for ensuring the safety of the bridge, are 
remarkably praiseworthy. The result of their continued exer- 
tions was that, notwithstanding the extreme fury of the flood, 
the bridge was kept entire, and passengers had to suffer no 
inconvenience. This meritorious service of the officers is well 
worthy of the consideration of Government. The writer is not 
aware if it has hitherto béen recognized by Government, and 
is-of opittion that, if no other reward is giveh, an expression 
of thanks should at least be conveyed to the officers and read. 
ott in 4 public assembly, in order to induce others to exert 
themselves on similar perilous occasions. 

The Lawrence Gazette of the same date has a long Neadet 
6ti the murder of Chief Justice Noritian. The writer bevitis 
by describing the character of the Afchan tribe, to whieh: thd 
murderer Abdoollah is said to belong: Savage: ferocity: and 
barbarity, and covetoustiess and: love of plunder; are nientioned 
as the prominent traits in the national character of the Afghiatis: 
The last two of these cheracteristics ate illusttated by the 
example of wi Afglian, who, on hearing a Musaliian Moulvie 
speak highly in praise of Paradise, could not help: askiniy hitn 
whether there was plunder and booty iti that blessed ¥égion; attd 


on receiving a negative answer, insultingly rejoined: that he 
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would not like to have a heaven where even this much profit 
cannot be gained. The ferocity and barbarity ef the people are 
exemplified in the ease of a pious and devout Afghan residing 
in 2 mosque, who, while at prayer one night, is said to have 
killed a man who was sleeping there at the time, simply because 
the noige of snoring disturbed him, and then to have resumed 
his seat at prayer—-a story related by the editor of the OQudh 
Akhbér (Lucknow). 


The writer goes on to -give farther proofs of the savage 
and cruel habits ef the Afghans. It is stated that when they 
become angry with their wives or children, they draw their 
swords and are sure to kill, or at least wound them, if not 
prevented by the other persons of the family. The habits and 
eustoms of their women are equally barbarous andcruel. For 
example, when a person dies among them, the women of the 
family and the kith and kin of the deceased seat themselves in 
a circle and fiercely slap and scratch the faces and pull out the 
hair of one another till the countenances of all are covered 


with blood and heaps of hair are collected on the ground. The 
writer sums up his remarks on the national characteristics of 
the Afghans by giving quotations from two Oriental writers 
of note, Sa’di, the well-known Persian moralist and author 
of the Gulistdn, and Abul Fazal, the prime minister of the Km~ 


peror Akbar, and author of the book called after his name. 
The former says :— 


al Sa’diyé roz-i-azal husn ba Turkén dAdand. 

Khari 0. jahili o humq ba Afghan didand. 
(On the day of the creation of the world, Sa’di, beauty was allot- 
ted to the Furks ; stupidity, barbarity, and folly to Afghans): 
while the latter calls them A/ghdndn-i-wuhish strat bahdsne 
sartrdt (Afphans of brutal nature and beastly habits). 


| The. writer proceeds to mention the. virtues of the deceased 
gentleman, and the general grief and gloom caused by his heing 
murdered in a, most brutal manner, and thinks it peculiarly 
woke of ‘notice that the, deed. should. have been perpetrated. 
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by 4 mati of the Magali an nation whose welfare Mr. Nornian 
‘was very zealous in promotin; 8; a fact: fully proved’ by’ his 
having taken an active interest in the progress of the Hooghly 
Mahomedan School. He then expresses his conviction that 
the ‘assassin must have been prompted to commit the murder 
by some covetous motives, as he had no personal ‘hostility 
to the deceased; and blames Government for failing to try 
the surest means of extorting the truth. from the. ‘assassin, 
namely, by the application of tortures similar to those to which 
he would have been subjected.had he perpetrated the foul deed 
in the time of any of the former Governments. In his opinion 
such murderers should, at least, be made to suffer the same 
punishment which was inflicted on a nawab at Moradabad in 
the mutiny of 1857, and the section on murder should be revised 
in regard to assassins of this kind. It is further suggested 
that, if the means tried for eliciting the true facts: connected 
with the life and antecedents of Abdoollah should fail, Govern- 
ment would do well to send his photograph to the Afghan 


agents in different cities, with whom all persons of the tribe 
‘who come to India usually put up, in order to make inquiries 

about him. In conclusion, European officers are advised not 
to admit any Afghan to an interview, except in special cases, 
and even then to cause his person to be properly searched 
before allowing him to see them or enter their courts or 
offices. 


The same paper. learns frem a correspondent at Gujran- 
walla that one of the two candidates for a naib tehseeldarship 
recently examined in the Zillah Court there under the super- 
vision of the Deputy Co mmissioner, artfully sent his question, 
paper to a friend of his outside the court in order to know the 
right answers, but failed in his object on account of the.paper 
having been detected, and had his name struck off the list of 
candidates for the naib tehseeld arship. The editor remarks that 
shifts and tricks of this kind are often employed i in such exa~: 
minations, and that persons who use unfair means on such ; 


occasions should not only be punished ‘by being extluded from’ 
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the list of candidates but by their names -being published in 
the Government Gazetle, in order that others may take warn- 
ing and refrain from making use of similar dishonesty. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr of the same date 
asserts that thefts, which were reduced in number under the 
able management of Ratn Singh, the District Superintendent 
of Police, have again become prevalent in Burhanpore. Scarce- 
ly a night passes in which some cases do not occur. Two-- 
cases have recently come to the writer’s notice, one of which 
happened at the house of Qamar-ood-deen, reoriwala, and the 
other at that of Heera Lal, naichaband. The value of the 
the property stolen is estimated at Rs. 500 in each case. 


Another correspondent of the same paper reports that there 
has all along been no rain in the district of Berar, in conse- 
quence of which corn sells very dear and famine is threatening. 
In Dewulgaum pestilential cholera has burst out, wells and 
ponds have dried up on account of drought, and numbers of 
houses have been depopulated. In consequence of this pre- 
vailing distress, the great annual fair which took place here after 
the Duserah festival, and at which large numbers of pilgrims 
used to assemble, and Deccan horses were brought for sale, did 
not take place this year, orders having been issued and notices 
having been circulated in different places by the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Booldanah prohibiting the peoplefrom making the 
annual pilgrimage to Dewulgaum. Similar distress prevails in 
Jaulna, where jooarsellsatsevenseersa rupee. The district of 
Khandesh is in an equally bad state for want of rain. While 
Northern India has suffered from excessive rains, the Deccan 
has been a scene of sali the writer thinks these are bad 


sions. 

"The same paper notices with approval the practice of train- 
ing Native women for the purpose of vaccinating children, 
introduced by Doctor Short at Madras, and is of opinion that 
the example should be followed in all districts of India, and © 
that in each of them one or two women should be educated to 


this art. 
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The Koh-t-Nur of the 21st October publishes in its corres- 
pondence two letters containing accounts of the unseemly con- 
tests in which the Hindoo women of some parts of the Punjab 
indulge themselves in the days of the month of Asin, held 
sacred by the Hindoos in honour of the manes of ancestors. 
Particulars of these contests were given in the Koh-~-Mir of 
the 14th October on the authority of a Gujrat correspoident, 
and noticed in the last number of the Selections. What is 
now stated is that the practice is prevalent in worse shapes 
in the cities of Loodhiana, Sealkote, Pusroor, and the town 
of Zufferwal, than it is in Gujrat. -Large numbers of women 
assemble in a spacious plain after midnight, and after arrang- 
ing themselves in two rows as if in martial array, carry on the 
sport till dawn, troops of young men being spectators of the 
scene all the while. According to the Sealkote correspondent, 
the contests at Zufferwal were peculiarly interesting, but at 
the same time most shameless. Each of the parties selected 
one from amongst its number to be its leader, by whom they 
were guided in all matters. The contests began with love 
songs and closed with combats, the young men behind the rows 
being called to assist when necessary. Altogether the scene 
was characterized by the most indecent acts and gestures, and 
gave opportunities to gallants freely to indulge themselves in 
profligacy. The writer thinks the attention of the Punjab 
municipalities should be drawn to the abuse. 


The Kérnémah of the 23rd October asserts that the Seeta- 
pore road is again unsafe in these days, and that dak-car- 
riages travelling on it are often plundered. Lately several 
men had their heads broken, anda carriage conveying Khwaja 
Abdool Ghanee, pleader, and Muhabbat: Khan, peshkar, was 
attacked by a party of robbers. Cases of this kind often hap- 
pen on the road, but, despite the inquiries made by the Com- 
missioner of Seetapore and his subordinates, no trace of the 
dacoits can be found. Formerly Mr. Davies, when Chief 
Commissioner of Oudh, took steps to ensure the safety of the 
road by bringing several men to punishment, in consequence 
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of which all went on well for a time. But this state of things 
no long ger exists, and bad characters have again made head. 
The writer thinks the police should lose no time in searching 
them out, in order to exonerate themselves from the charge of 
neglect. 


i The Lawrence Gazette of the 27th October makes a similar 

statement. It is stated that on the 12th October a traveller 
while on his way from Seetapore to Lucknow found a corpse, 
together with some men who had several wounds on their per- 
sons, lying on the road. As complaints of the dangerous 
state of the road are so very frequent, which shows that the 
arrangements for its safety have not been efficiently secured, 
the editor suggests that additional police guards should be 
stationed at different places on the road, the cost of the main- 
tenance of whichshould fall on the inhabitants of the surround- 
ing villages. By this plan an effective check is sure to be 
put to all cases of dacoity, &c., which now happen on the road. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the same date has an article on false 
reports. The writer expresses his regret that some of the 
editors of English newspapers have of late taken a fancy to 
give publicity to mischievous and absurd statements, which 
is the more to be regretted as their Native contemporaries, 
who borrow their matter chiefly from English newspapers, 
believing them to be reliable sources of information, make no 
hesitation in reproducing them in their papers. False news 
is thus spread in the country, which is received by the igno- 
rant public as matter of fact, and does harm. While formerly 
native newspapers were laughed at by their English contem- 
poraries, they now point at the latter, the reason being that 
in these days the editors of English newspapers do not pay as 
much attention to the truth of their statements as their native 
brethren. As false and alarming news creates mischief, the 
writer suggests that the Government of India should take 
steps to contradict such. Not only is it possible for Government 
to know the right from the wrong in all that passes in the 
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country, but the true facts relating to all foreign countries can 
easily be ascertained by the agency of the British ambassadors 
or residents posted in them. Such being the case, the writer 
thinks all political news about the truth of which doubts may 
arise should be inquired into, and the right statements pub- 
lished by authority once. or twice a year.in all gazettes, and. 
newspapers for the information of the public. For example, 
with regard to Afghan and Russian affairs, which have lately 
made such a noise in English as wellas Vernacular newspapers, 
Government should ask the British Agent at Cabul and the 
Persian Minister to supply correct information, which should 
be published in newspapers in order to undeceive the public. | 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date notices the quarrel 
which took place at Neemuch on the 7th idem between the 
soldiers of the 8th Regiment and the inhabitants of a village 
four kos from Neemuch. The particulars were. these :—Five 
soldiers on retiring from a hunting excursion in the evening. 
passed through the village and asked the inhabitants to supply 
them with water, which the latter refused. This irritated the 
soldiers, and the result was a general affray. The editor 
remarks that quarrels between sportsmen and. villagers | are of 

_ frequent occurrence, the reason being that when the former go 
to a village to procure food « carrying game with them the Hin- 
doo inhabitants feel disgusted at it and pick quarrels ; ; and is 
of opinion that Government should. take steps to put a stop 
to such disputes by issuing an order that persons going hun- 


ting should keep food and drink with them, 1 SO as 3 to have no 
need of going into villages. 


_ The same paper takes exception to the order of the Muni- 
cipal Committee at Trichinopoly to the effect that all shrines 
and places of worship there which are in a dilapidated state, 
and are suspected to be the lurking-places of serpents and dens 
of thieves, should be levelled with the ground; and. that all 
persons who have any complaints to make should bring in 
their pleas within a fortnight from the date of the issue.of the 
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order. The editor remarks that though the fear of serpents 
lurking and thieves seeking refuge in the ruined shrines is well 
founded, the order for destruction might be made an excuse 
by seditious persons for raising an insurrection. Accordingly, 
he is of opinion that, instead of demolishing the shrines, 
an order should be issued calling on persons of the respective 
religions to which they were appropriated to station guards at. 
them at their own expense, a plan which will not only ensure 
safety against thieves and serpents, but will be the cause of the 

shrines being peopled and kept in order. If, however, the 
people should be found unwilling to comply with this order, 
police guards should be stationed at different outposts for 
safety against thieves, while serpents should be destroyed under 
- the conditions of the notification promising rewards to serpent- 
killers. : 
' The same paper states that an examination of candidates 
for the office of member (of the Municipal Committee?) will be 
held in Bombay and will commence from the 20th November. 
The number of examinees already amounts to eight hundred, 
and there is no knowing how many more may be added to the 
list. The editor remarks that the large number of candidates 
for the examination is a proof that the people of Bombay are 
very eager to obtain the office, and set high value on it because 
its conferment depends on the ability displayed in the examina- 
tion; and thinks it would do much good if the practice of 
requiring persons to pass an examination before nominating 
them as members were made general throughout India. 


In its column of local news, the same paper draws atten- 
tion to an uncommon occurrence which recently took place in 
the sudder bazaar (Meerut). A man of the Lodha caste first 
sang anthems in praise of the image of the Goddess Kali (the 
Hecate of the Hindoos), made on the occasion of the Duserah 
festival, and then cut off his head with a sharp knife he had 
in his hand and offered it as a sacrifice to the goddess. The 
editor remarks that it is now some thirty or thirty-two years 
slnce:an occurrence of this kind happened 1 in the city, when a 
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person cut off his tongue and presented it as an ‘offering 
at the shrine of the Goddess Saraswati; and he hopes that 
arrangements will in future be made to avoid a recurrence of 
such fatal incidents by an order being passed that priests of 


temples should accompany pilgrims, and see that they come 
back safe after having paid their homage to a deity. 


The same paper, in quoting from the Delhi Gazette parti- 
culars of the seizure of the Arabic teacher of the Victoria 
School at Ghazeepore on suspicion of his having intrigues with 
Moulvie Liakat Ali, grounded on the-fact of several letters 
written by the latter being found in his possession on a search 
being made by the Magistrate, suggests that the teacher should 
not only be required to give evidence in the case of Liakat All, 
but might also be made useful in revealing what he may know 
of Abdoollah, the assassin of Chief Justice Norman, who for 
some time took up his lodgings at Mirzapore, the teacher’s 
native city. By this means it is possible some clue to the his- 
tory of Abdoollah may be got ; for as the teacher is a Musalman 
Moulvie, he is not likely to conceal the facts, it bemmg made a 
sin in the Qoran to give false evidence or tell a lie. 


The. Allygurh Institute Gazette of the same date relates 
the particulars of a sad incident which recently happened at 


Allygurh. At a short distance from Shah Jamal-ood-deen’s 


convent, near the Delhi Gate, there is a place whence lime- 
burners dig out limestone, and where in consequence several 
pits have been made. From one of these many women used to 
carry away clay for their use. With the same object in view 
four young women of the butcher caste descended into the pit 
at about 3 p.m. on the 25th October, and entering a spacious 
cavern on one side of it began to dig earth, little knowing 
what fate had in store for them. Unfortunately for them, it 
s0 happened that the effect of the shock caused a huge mass 
of earth to fall on them, so that all four women were buried 
under it. In this state they remained for two or three hours, — 
when their rel atives, on being aware of the incident, came to the 
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‘spot and took them out from underneath the heap. One of 
the women was found dead, another had the bone of her 
foot close to the ankle-joint broke, while the other two were 
not likely to survive. | 


The editor expresses great regret at the incident, on con- 
sidering that the men who took them out must have used no 
caution in the act so as to lighten the distress of the sufferers ; 
but still more so on reflecting that not a single person of the 
police guard stationed at the Delhi Gate, which was not far 
from the spot where the incident happened, went to the place 
to render aid or took notice of the incident until the relations 
of the women took them out and carried them home. Had 
prompt notice been taken of the matter, and had a report been 
made to the police-station and the labourers working at the 
Government fort or other men been sent to the spot, all the 
women would have probably been saved alive, seeing that the 
injury done to them was caused more by the long time they 
remained buried than by the quantity of earth covering them, 
which was not so much as to crush them to death. 


In closing the statement, the writer takes occasion to draw 
the attention of the authorities to the dangerous state of the 
place where this happened. The lime-burners, after digging 
up limestone, leave the pits uncovered, the result of which is 
that, while in the rainy season they are concealed under water, 
and are consequently dangerous for passengers, at other times 
the small quantity of water which remains collected in them 
spreads deadly effluvia, which is injurious to health. The writer 
suggests that lime-burners should either be prohibited from 
making pits of the kind so close to the city, or at least ordered 
to take care to cover those made after digging up limestone ; 
and at the same time invites attention to the bad state in a 
sanitary point of view of the place under notice, and the more 
So on account of its close proximity to the city. 


The Koh-i-Nir of the 28th October asserts that of the 
two canals, Soohak and Khawal, flowing in Tehseel Dapalpore 
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in the Montgomery District, the latter has dried up this year; 
in consequence of which the crops in the environs of thé 
tehseel have been destroyed, and zemindars have been reduced 
to great distress. Unless the officers of the Canal Department 
try to restore the canal, the people will be undone. Kt is 
added that, owing to neglect of cleanliness, sickness prevails 
in the town of Dapalpore. The attention of the sae 
is drawn to the matter. ; 


The Kérndmah of the 30th ‘October within the Jalwa-i+ 
Tir (a newspaper published in Meerut) to the effect that a 
general order has been issued in Lahore prohibiting the people 
from using clubs, and calling on policemen to deprive all per 
sons having ldthés in their hands of them. The constables 
make a wrong use of the authority thus vested in them, in con- 
sequence of which the order has proved a bane to the people. 
In illustration of this fact it is stated that one day 2 constable 
seized from a person the side-pieces of a bedstead, which the 
latter had bought in the market and was éarrying home, 
but which were never restored. Worse still, all native gen- 
tlemen. who go to the market with walking-sticks in their 
hands return empty-handed. Under these circumstances, the 
authorities should make the police clearly understand that the 
prohibition i is con fined to the use of clubs. 3 - 


The Benares Gazette of the same date As at a loss to make 
out why. the Government, North-Western Provinces, has i in- 
vested only three of the Honorary Magistrates of Benares, viz. ‘ 
Baboos Goordas Mitr and Ishwarj Narain Singh, and Dr. 
Lazarus, with the powers ofa Sub-Magistrate of the 1st Class 
to the exclusion of the rest. If it is in consideration of legal 
abilities that these gentlemen have been deenied worthy of 
the honour, in that case popular opinion: would prefer Moon- 
shee Beni Pershad, who has long held the office of Moonsiff, 
as worthier far’ of the distinction ; and if, on the other hand, 
considerations of age or resp ectability have weighed with the 
Government, Rai Narain Dass, who is equal in age to Baboo 
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Ishwar) Narain Singh’s father, and Raja Shambhoo’ Narain 
Singh, who holds the first rank among the native gentlemen 
of Benares, would seem to have better claims to investiture 
with the powers of.a Sub-Magistrate of the 1st Class. 


_.., The Nur-ul-Absdr of the 1st November has a long leader 
on newspaper reading. The writer thinks it a great pity that, 
though the perusal of: newspapers is attended with benefits too 
obvious to require explanation, natives have no taste for them. 
With all their fondness to imitate European manners and ha- 
bits, itis to be regretted newspaper reading, which is much liked 
by Europeans, isnot prized by them. This may in general be 
said to be due to the ignorance, poverty, and, above all, to the 
apathy of the people. Few of them, nota tenth of the learned 
classes, care to know what is goingon. Innone of these is this 
apathy more remarkable than in men of the legal profession, 
especially the pleaders of the High Court, who not only stand 
in most need of being kept informed of the current topics of 
the day, but, through having a handsome income, can well 
afford to subscribe for a number of newspapers8 
But, while this utter indifference on the part of the 
native public is.a matter of concern to the writer, he thinks it 
to be of no less importance that Europeans should imbibe a 
taste for reading native newspapers equally with English 
ones, of which they are so fond. The perusal of native news- 
papers will be useful to them in a great variety of ways. It 
will not only bring them to an intimate acquaintance with the 
wants and wishes and all the circumstances of the people, but 
will prove to be a most simple, and at the same time excellent 
means for acquiring a thorough knowledge of the languag es of 
the country, and, what is of still greater importance, will lead 
them to become friendly and familiar with the natives. Euro- 
pean” ladies will also derive much benefit from the perusal of 
though it cannot be denied that some 
many are interesting and 


safely be 


native newspapers; for, 
of them ‘are. scarcely worth reading, 
contain nothing indecent or immoral. These, can 
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placed in éliehands of ladies, and, though théy: may: moti st 
present contain much that is relished by Europeans, yet after 
they have’ begun subscribing the editors are sure to. discuss 
such subject’ in them as suit: European taste. . For these.reasona, 
the writer is of opinion that Government should invite the atten- 
tion of all European officers subordinate to it to the importance 
of: perusing native newspapers. | | 


| The same paper h has an article on the Allahabad Munici- 
pality. tis remarked that the proceedings of the, municip ality 
| are. §0. bad that they seem incorrigible, ‘Complaints of mis- 
management. were at, one time reported to Government by 2) 
medical committee, when ‘orders were is sued that the’ differ- 
ent systems of pangs obtaining | in Cawnpore and other 


adapted to. secure ‘goniservaney “and ‘sanitation should be 
adopted i in Allahabad, Tt would seem that. the municipality 
is under the conviction that arran igements which are possible 
in « other cities cannot be carried ¢ out i in ‘this; for the order pro- 
duced no result. On the contrary, t the state of things i is grow- 
ing worse day by day, ‘which looks more suprising when it is 
borne in ‘mind: that the ‘municipality has a large inconté. It 
is a shame that’a city whichis the seat of an English Govérne 
went should present sucha bad: appearance; that the orders — 
passed by: its municipality, instead:of ensuring the -camforts 
of ‘the people, should paly serve to:add to. their: trouble. and 
injure their health; and thatthe ‘money raised for! maunicipal 
purposes should not only:be: raised’ in such a way. as'to. give 
scope to unfair practices, but. the: very object:far: which it ia 
assessed be defeated. ‘These cireumstances reflect great diagrace 
on the munivipality, and deserve the serious notice of: Governe 
ment. Both on account of its being ‘a: capital: city and the 
peculiar advantages of railway: and rivera which it an} ays; Alt 
lshabad ought to be expected :to: preterit a’ most flourishing 
and magnificent appearance. Unfortunately, this is far from 
being the case, and the: ‘mismanagement of the:municipality is 


one reason why it is still in: sticha ‘disgracefyl: ‘and -wxetehed 
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condition: - Nor oan-thore be any excuse for this mismanagement, 
seeing’ that’ the income of the municipality is very large. The 
municipality .does not give full publicity to accounts of its 
income and expenditure by having them published in Verna+ 
cular newspapers, though this year’s estimate was recently 
published in the Pioneer. Many items of expenditure as given 
there cannot be accounted for; for instance, the item of 
Rs. 73,431 for building purposes appears to be unnecessarily _ 
large ; so also Rs. 62,562 for’ conservancy and lighting seems. 
to be a very heavy item, when it is remembered that, while 
conservancy measures are shamefully neglected, particulars of 
which have been published from time to time in the paper under 
notice, and are a prevailing complaint of the day, lighting is 
earried out only in the chowk bazaar, and that, too, imper- 
fectly, all other lanes and streets being left quite dark, as if 
the people there living did not contribute towards the muni- 
cipal fund. .. Until the municipality publishes a detailed account 
of its income-and expenditure, people cannot but have doubta. 
as to the way in. which municipal funds are spent. . 

_ The next article in the same paper is also on the Allahabad 
Municipality, and notices a curious order said to have been 
issued during the days of the late Dewalee: festival, viz., that 
no person should plaster or whitewash his house without 
obtaining permission to that effect, and that any one infringing 
this rule should beliable'to fine. The-writer considers the order 
to be a very absurd one; and doubts if it has been given. He 
would suppose it to be the invention of some cunning fellow, 
devised for the sake of making money, as he does not remem- 
ber that any provision of the kind exists in the rules laid down 
by the municipality; were it not that he has been informed by 
several persons of its having been publicly proclaimed in the 
eity. He again takes this occasion to heap censure on the 
municipality for,its unwise proceedings. ‘ Though,” he says, 
“the custom of whitewashing and adorning houses in the days 
of the Dewalee festival which has been observed in India by 
all clagses of the people from time immemorial is one, whice 
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ought to be encouraged by municipal committees, as bein gin 
unison with the object for which they are established, it is 
strange to find that the Allahabad Municipality has taken # 
fancy to interfere with it. Its object seems to be no ‘other 
than to complete the ruin of the city. Hard conditions have 
been imposed upon brickmakers and: lime-burners, the result 
of which has been that all brick and lime-kilns have been 
closed, and what is yet to follow is, that in con sequence of the 
dear rate of bricks ‘and lime people will in future be obliged to 
make kutcha houses which will be washed away in the rainy 
season, and suffer the pu cha houses now existing to remain 
out of repair, which will give ‘the municipality an excuse for 
imposing fines on the people. But, not to stop here in its 


tyranny and oppression, oh is a said to have issued an order 
‘which 1 is still more absurd. 


Reverting to the order under notice, the writer goes on to 
say that, if it has been passed.by. some officers with the object 
of compelling the people to make use of nothing but lime in plas- 
tering and whitewashing their houses, in order that by that 


means there may be a great demand for lime, and that lime- 


kilns, which for reasons just stated have been closed, may be - 
set in operation, surely it is an oppressive measure, and one to 
which the attention of higher authorities ought to be drawn. 
It is a disgrace tothe British rule if under it subordinate officers 
take such unjust unwarrantable liberties as are unknown even 
in Native states, without any control being exercised by their 
superiors. ‘The writer has for some time past found things in 
such a bad state in Allahabad as was never witnessed in any 
city in the Native states he has had occasion to visit; and re- 
marks that if other cities are in an equally bad state, great 
blame attaches to the British Governm ent, which i is so famed 
for its wisdom, experience, and justice, is permitting such 
gross mismanagement to exist. The writer concludes with 
the remark that his object in bringing these facts to notice is 
not to pick holes, but that what is evil may be reformed. 
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EDUC A TIONAL, 
“The A gra Akhbég of the 20th October, in noticin g the order 


of Government to allow travelli ng allowance to Government 
_ pleaders when going from one place to another on duty, at the 
rate of 4 annas per mile when travelling by the ordinary modes 
of conveyance, and 14.anna when journeying by rail, thinks 
it remarkable that, while sometimes Government is brought 
to the recollection of things buried in oblivion » which could 
not be expected to have attracted its attention, at other times 
matters well worthy of its consideration are left in suspense. 
The question of travelling allowance to Deputy Inspectors of the 
Department of Public Instruction, for instance, has till now 
been passed over unheeded, though, whenever orders like the 
one under notice come to the editor’s knowledge, he has taken 
care to commend the case of these poor wanderers over hills and 
throug ch forests to the consideration of Government. When, 
for example, travelling allowance to Native doctors was sanc- 
tioned, the case of ‘the officials was pressed with earnestness 
(vide para. 3 of the Selections for the week ending 1 6th October, 
1870); and now that another ruling of the kind has been pas- 
sed, the subject is again urged, in the hope that the attention 
of Government will eventually be invited to it. 


The Rohilkhund Samdchdr Patr of the 21st October com- 
ments on the importance and usefulness of mechanical and 
industrial arts, and suggests that they should be taught in Go- 
vernment schools and colleges: side by side with the different 
branches of learning. Under the existing arrangements, 
students generally leave the school after having acquired the 
elements of knowledge, and then seek for employment as their 
only means of support. Few of these succeed in their object, 
and even these few do not often get enough to support them- 
selves. The rest who fail to obtain employment are thrown 
quite adrift and left wholly to despair. Training in the mecha- 
nical arts would remove all this embarrassment, and enable the 
students to obtain a handsome livelihood. The attention of 


Government is invited to the suggestion. —- 
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The Urdi Akhbér of the 24th October states that thirteen 
new schools have been: set’ up in Saharunpore ‘this year, but 
that the number-of pupils: on the rolls has been reduced by 
sixty, a result said to be due to the hss: clen of sickness } in 
the district during the year. : ; : 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘The Panjabt Akhbar of the 28th October ‘notices with 
pleasure the establishment of a committee in Jhung ( Punj ab) in 
order to raise asubscription for the relief of the faite eure 
inhabi itants of Persia. A meeting was held at the Deputy C om. 
missioner’s bungalow on the 17th: October, at which a‘sum 
of Rs. 920 was subscribed by the members present, numbering 
thirty-six in all, four of whom were Europeans and the rest 
natives. The writer publishes a list of the members. with the 
amount of subscription contributed by each. The Deputy Com- 
missioner and Nawab Mahomed Ismaeel head the list with 
a subscription of Rs. 100 each against their names. Thesub- ~ 
scription-papers have been circulated in the whole district, and 
hopes of more money being raised are held out. The editor 
concludes with expressing a hope that the example of the com- 
mittee formed in Jhung will be followed by other districts, and 


that liberal subscriptions will be raised towards the relief of 
the suffering Persians. 


The Koh-t-Niir of the some date papers eh Divan’ Kripa 
Ram, Minister of Cashmere, for establishing at a great-expense 
a charitable dispensary in Emnabad (Gujranwalla), his na- 
tive town. The dispensary has been placed in charge of a 
competent native physician, and will be provided with all 
sorts of native and European drugs and medicinal preparations 
of the best quality to be procured from Cashmere ‘and other 
large cities. A hospital for the sick will also be provided 
in connection with the dispensary, and a suitable establish- 
ment will be kept and other arrangements made. in order to 
ensure the comfort and conyenience of the sick.: The Divan. 
deserves great credit for’ his generous proposal, and the more 


( 651) 


‘go as the dispensary supplies.a want, and will prove a boon to the 
ag of of the —_ where no public dispensary exists. 
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san or NEWSPAPER. LISHED DatTE. 

Rifiéhei-KI haldig ig, owe Shahj chanpore, | Sept. 15th | 
Nasim-i-Jaunpore, «ce | Jounpore, oe ee 19th : 
Datto, : ' ene Ditto, eee 99° 26th. 
Rife hi-Khaléig, as Shahjehanpore, : Octr. Ist 
Nastmi-Jaunpore, | Jounpore, i 3rd 
Datto, fom. = ‘‘eou | Ditto, eee | 9 10th 
Rohilkhund Akhbar, eee - Mooradabad, eee 9 14th 
Do. pamacnar Patr, | Ditto, je ‘i. 14th 
Mufid-i-Am. eco | Agra, eee 99” 15th 
Almorah Akhbar, r, | eee | Almorah, pas 9. 15th 
Samay Vinod, + ‘see | Mynee Tal, 0] 9° 15th 
M arwdi ‘Gaze ette, eee A | odhpore,. eee 99 } 6th 
Najm-u ul-Akhba i , eee Meerut, eee 9 ] 6th 
Naf-"ul-Azim, eee | Lahore, Pe pr 17th 
N asim-t-J aunpore, coo lo ounpore, eee 9 17th 
Miélwad Akhbar, eee Indour, e0e 99 18th 
Akm al-ul-Akhba ai, eee Delhi, eee 99 ] Sth 
Akhbar- t-Alam, eco | Meerut, eee 99 19th 
N aiyir-t-Akbar, : eee Bijnour, ece 99 19th 
Benares Akhbdr, eee | Benares, o0e 99 19th 
Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, ..| » 20th 
Alibird-Agfena-+Pan- Lahore, a 9 20th 

ja | 
Lawrence Gazette, see | Meerut, a 20th 
Rajpitana Social Science | Jaipore, a 9 20th 
Congress. 
Shanrid dahber, eée Lucknow, eee 99 20th 
Oudh Akhbar, : eee Ditto, eoe 99 20th 
Agra Akhbar, oe | Agra, eee 9 20th 
Koh-i- Nar, soe | Lahore, eee 9 2Ist 
Urdé Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, “ia 21st 
M ajma-ul-Bahrain, ..| Ludhiana, 6 9 2\st 
Panjabi Akhbar, ve | Lahore, mi 8 21st 
Rohilkhund Akhbér, _... | Mooradabad, 9” 21st 
Do. Samachdr P Qlr, vee Ditto, ooo 93 21st 
Gwalior Gazette, eee | Gwalior, oe ” 22nd 
| Khair Khwah-i-Panjab,,.. | Gujranwala, |» 23rd 
Benares Gazette, eve | Benares, eee ” 23rd 
Karn dmah, — . eee | Lucknow, eee 99 23rd 
Oudh Akhbdr, vee | Ditto, er 24th 
Urdi Akhbar, wee | Delhi, a 24th 
| Naf. . *ul- Azim, eee | Lahore, | eee 99 24th 
Akhbar-i-Am, eee | Ditto, oce ” 25th 
Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, —_ ... | Delhi, ae — 
Mélwd Akhbér, vee | Indour, os aot 

eee eee 99 26th 
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No.| Name or NewspaPse. 4 babes nd 4 Darn. eel 
parte | | 7871. ~ - 487] 
45 ‘Akhbér t-Alam, . ooo | Meerut, eee | Octr. 26th | Octr. 31st 
46 Oudh Akhbéd 5. "900 Lucknow, eee ie 27th 9 30th 
47 Lawrence Gazette, eee | eee 99 ke 27th ” Slat 
48 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,, Allygurh, w. 99 27th 1°’ y Sist 
49 | Akh - r-t-Anjuman-i-Pan- | Lahore, eee 99 27th , Novr. ist 
| a0. F 3 
50 Unda Delhi Gazette, eee ooe 99 28th | Octr. 31st 
51 Koh-i- Ni ur, _ eee Lahore, eee 99 28th ry) 3 lat 
59 Mi ajma-ul- Bahr ain, >: eee Ludhiana, eee 9 28th Novr. Ist 
53 Panjabi. Akhbar, eco Lahore, eee 99 28th ” 2nd 
54 Kad namah, eee Lucknow, eee 99 7 380th "4 2nd 
55 | Khair Khwdh-i-Panj ab, | Gujranwalla, ... mt 30th |. 45 2nd 
56 | Benares Gazette, ese | Benares, sos * 30th 9 2nd 
57 | Naf- ul-Azim, . eee Lahore, eee 99. 31st 9) Srd 
58 Nér-t- Abeds, : so | Allahabad, | Nowr. Ist | ” lst 
ALLAHABAD: )  sOHA AN LALL, 
The 25th November, 1871. } - Ofy. Govt, Boner on the ‘Vernacular Press of 


nee E India. 
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